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WALT' S I N THE CAR
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Cast 2 Mal e x2

CGene and Howi e drove forty-five minutes to scatter their friend Walt
in the |lake. Neither of themthinks he brought the ashes. Walt, it
turns out, has been in the back seat for three weeks.

CHARACTERS

CENE - 60s, retired mail carrier, keeps score on everything and has
for fifty years

HONE - 60s, retired shop teacher, treats every sentence as a setup
and has never once cl eaned out his car

SETTI NG

A park bench facing a small |ake on a cool Cctober norning, a parking

| ot visible behind them

A park bench facing a small |ake. Fall. A parking
| ot behind them CGENE, in a w ndbreaker, sits
with a thernos. HONE arrives slowy with a paper
bag of donuts and sits.

HOW E
Where i s he?
GENE
Were's who?
HOW E
Wl t .
GENE
What do you nean where's Walt. You got Walt.
HOW E
| don't got Walt. You got Walt.
GENE
How e. Way would | have Walt?
HOW E
Because Linda gave himto you. At the
church. | watched her hand you the box.
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GENE
She handed nme a box of progranms. Leftover
programs. | got forty prograns with Walt's

face on "emin ny hall closet.

HOW E
So who's got Walt?

GENE
You said you'd take him You said, "I'll

take himhonme with ne, he's used to ny

house. " Because of the poker.
HOW E
That was a j oke.
GENE

It didn't sound like a joke.

HOW E
Everything | say sounds |like a joke. That's

my whol e personality. You' ve known ne fifty
years.

GENE
VWll, | took it serious.

Pause. HOWE opens the donuts. O fers one. CGENE

takes it.

HOW E
So we drove out here.

GENE
We drove out here.

HOW E
Forty m nutes.

GENE

Forty-five. There was a thing on the bridge.

HOW E
To put Walt in the | ake.

GENE
VWher e he asked.
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HOW E
And nobody brought \Valt.

GENE
Appears that way.

HOW E

This is, honest to God, this is the nost
Walt thing that's ever happened. He'd | ove
this. He would be | aughing so hard right now

GENE
He' d be | aughing at you.
HOW E
At me?
GENE
You're the one who said you'd take him
HOW E
Cene. |I'mgonna be very calm |'m gonna eat

this donut. And |I'm gonna say one nore tine
that | did not take the man hone.

GENE

Then where's he been for three weeks?
HOW E

| assumed your closet. Wth the prograns.
GENE

He's not in ny closet!
HOW E

Well, he's not in mne!

A jogger passes. They both nod politely and wait.

GENE
(1 ow)
Did Linda keep hinf

HOW E
Linda's in Arizona. She noved the day after.

You drove her to the airport.

GENE
| drove her to the airport.
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HOW E
Gene.

GENE
Don't say it.

HOW E
He's in Arizona.

GENE

He's not in Arizona. She woul d' ve sai d.
"CGene, I'mtaking Wlt." She woul d' ve said
t hat .

HOW E
Wul d she? Because she didn't say anyt hing

when she took the good | awn chairs.

GENE
Those were her | awn chairs.

HOW E
They were Wlt's |awn chairs, and he told ne

| could have 'em

GENE
We're not doing the | awn chairs.

HOWE finishes his donut. Wpes his hands. Then
he goes very still.

HOW E
Ch no.

GENE
VWhat .

HOW E
Ch, no no no.

GENE
VWhat, Howi e.

HOW E
| did take hi m honme.

GENE

| told you!
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HOW E
No, listen. | took himhone. | put himin

t he back seat, because | didn't want himin
the trunk, that felt wong. And then

Mari anne said the back seat was full of junk
and to clean it out, and | said | would, and

| didn't.

GENE
So he's. ..

HOW E
He's in the car.

GENE
Ri ght now.

HOW E

Ri ght now. He's been in the car. Three
weeks. He's been to the pharmacy. He's been
to ny grandson's soccer gane. He went

t hrough the car wash.

GENE
You took Walt through the car wash?

HOW E
[t's a nice car wash

GENE starts |laughing. Can't stop.

GENE
Thr ee weeks. You drove himaround for three

weeks and you sat here and let ne think

l ost him
HOW E
| didn't let you think anything, | forgot!
GENE
That's wor se!
HOW E
It's not worse, it's just different!
GENE stands, still |aughing, and picks up the
t her nos.
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GENE
Go get him

HOW E
You go get him You lost the awn chairs.

GENE
Howi e. Go get our friend out of your car.

HOW E gets up, grunbling, and heads for the |ot.
GENE sits back down and | ooks at the | ake.

GENE

(to the | ake)
You'd have loved this, Walt. You'd have

| oved this.

END OF SCRIPT
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