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THE SPARE KEY

Dialogues / Drama / 3-4 mn
Cast 2 Femal e x1 Mal e x1

Nora and Daniel are clearing out their late nother's house. Nora
stayed and cared for her. Daniel flewin with a folder and a plan to

sell. One of them knows sonething the other does not.

CHARACTERS

NORA - late 30s, the sibling who stayed. Tired, precise, has been
rehearsing this for a long tine

DANIEL - early 40s, the sibling who left. Efficient, guilty, hides

it behind | ogistics

SETTI NG

The living roomof their nother's house, a week after the funeral,
m d- af t er noon

A hal f-packed living room Boxes, tape, a stack
of franmed photos turned face down on the couch.

NORA wraps a nmug i n newspaper. DANI EL enters
hol ding a folder and a ring of keys.

DANI EL
You started w thout ne.

NORA
| started three weeks ago. You're joining ne.

DANI EL
| had to fly in. There was worKk.

NORA
There's al ways worKk.

He puts the fol der on the table.

DANI EL
The agent thinks we can |list on Monday. She

al ready has a couple |ined up. Cash buyers.

NORA
That's fast.
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DANI EL
It's a good market. We should nove while it
hol ds.
NORA
We.
DANI EL
Nor a.
NORA

Sorry. Go on. Monday.

DANI EL
| ran the nunbers. Split clean down the

mddl e after fees. It's fair.

NORA
It's fair.

DANI EL
Can you stop repeating ne?

NORA
Can you stop saying fair?

She tapes the box shut. Harder than needed.

DANI EL
| know you were here. | know that. |'m not

pretendi ng you weren't.

NORA
Four years, Dan. Every hospital run. Every

ni ght she called ne by your nane.

DANI EL
| called every Sunday.
NORA
You did. Six ten. She'd sit by the phone
fromfive.
Beat .
DANI EL

I"'mtrying to do this right.
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NORA
You're trying to do it fast. That's
different.
DANI EL

What do you want? You wanna stay? You can't
afford this place on your own.

NORA
| don't need to afford it.

DANI EL
VWhat's that nean?

She goes to a drawer. Takes out a thin envel ope.
Puts it on top of his folder.

NORA
Two years ago. After the second stroke. She

asked the | awer to conme here because she
couldn't manage the stairs at his office.

DANI EL
VWhat is this?

NORA
Read it.

He reads. It takes a while.

DANI EL
She signed it over.
NORA
Yes.
DANI EL
To you.
NORA
Yes.
DANI EL

And you didn't think to nention that. Once.
In two years.
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NORA
She asked ne not to. She said you'd take it

as a puni shment.

DANI EL
Isn't it?
NORA
(qui et)
It was a thank you. | didn't ask for it.
DANI EL

So this. Al this. Boxes. Listing on Mnday.
You let ne stand here and tal k about
splitting it down the m ddle.

NORA
| wanted to see if you' d say it.
DANI EL
Say what ?
NORA

Anyt hi ng about her. You've been here twenty
m nutes. You' ve said agent, market, nunbers,
fair. You haven't said Mom

Silence. He sits. He | ooks at the photos turned

face down.
DANI EL
| can't | ook at them yet.
NORA
| know. | turned them over for you.

She takes the keys out of his hand. Wrks one off
the ring. Holds it out.

NORA
Back door. It sticks. Lift and push.
DANI EL
Wy ?
NORA
Because it's still your house too. Just not
on paper.
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He takes the key. Doesn't put it in his pocket.
Hol ds it.

END OF SCRIPT
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