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THE GOOD PLATES

Dialogues / Dranmedy / 4-5 mn
Cast 3 Femal e x3

After fourteen nonths, Ellie has finally brought her girlfriend Sam
to Sunday di nner at her nother's house. Margaret has the good pl ates
out. She also has a list of small tests. Sam has deci ded not to take
any of them

CHARACTERS

MARGARET - late 50s, Ellie's nother. Hospitable, sharp, scared of
being left out and hiding it behind | anb

ELLIE - late 20s, the daughter. Braced for inpact, has rehearsed
this in the car

SAM - late 20s, Ellie' s girlfriend, a paranedic. Direct, warm does

not do tests

SETTI NG
The dining roomof a famly hone, Sunday dinner, early fall.

A dining roomset for three. The good pl ates.
MARGARET adj usts a napkin that does not need
adj usting. ELLIE hovers. SAM hol ds a bottle of
w ne |ike a shield.

MARGARET
You didn't have to bring anything.
SAM
It's just ared. | didn't know what you were
maki ng.
MARGARET
Lanb.
SAM
Then it's the right red.
MARGARET
Is it.
ELLI E
Mom
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MARGARET
|"mjust saying | don't know nuch about

wi ne. Your father did the w ne.

ELLI E
Dad drank the wine. That's not the sane.

MARGARET
Sit down, both of you. Sam vyou're there.

Ellie, your usual.

They sit. Margaret serves. It is a |lot of |anb.

MARGARET
Sam Ellie says you're a nurse.
SAM
Par anedi c.
MARGARET
Sanme sort of thing.
SAM
Not really. I'"mthe one in the anmbul ance.
MARGARET
Well. That nust be hard. The hours.
SAM
They are.
MARGARET

Ellie's father worked nights for a while. It
al nost ended us.

ELLI E
Mom
MARGARET
What ? |' m maki ng conversati on.
ELLI E
You' re maki ng a point.
MARGARET
| don't nake points. | make | anb.

Sam | aughs. Genuinely. Margaret is not sure how
to take that.
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SAM
Sorry. That was a good |ine.

MARGARET
(thawi ng slightly)
It was, wasn't it.

ELLIE
Can we just eat.

They eat. A nmonent of quiet.

MARGARET
You' ve been together how | ong now?
ELLI E
You know how | ong.
MARGARET
' m aski ng Sam
SAM
Fourteen nont hs.
MARGARET

Fourteen. And this is the first tinme I'm
seeing you at this table.

ELLIE
Because every tine | brought it up you said

t he kitchen was bei ng redone.

MARGARET
The kitchen was bei ng redone.
ELLIE
For a year?
MARGARET
Terrible contractors.
SAM
Ms. Kelly.
MARGARET
Mar gar et .
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SAM
Margaret. Can | say sonething, and you can
throw ne out after if you want?

MARGARET
|"d never throw anyone out. |I'd just serve

dessert very slowy.

SAM
Okay. Ellie's been dreading today for a

mont h. She rehearsed it. In the car she
said, "If Mommentions Dad's shifts, that
nmeans she's deci ded she doesn't |ike you."

Margaret |ooks at Ellie. Ellie |ooks at the |anb.

SAM
And you nentioned the shifts about four

mnutes in. So I'mjust gonna ask you
strai ght. Have you deci ded?

MARGARET
Vel | .

SAM
Because if you have, that's fine. I'Il be

polite and eat the dessert at whatever speed
it comes. But if you haven't, 1'd rather we
skip the part where you test ne and |
pretend not to noti ce.

Sil ence. Margaret puts down her fork

MARGARET
She used to tell me everything. Wien she was

little. Who she was fighting with. Who she
| oved. Everything.

ELLI E
Mbom

MARGARET
And then one day she didn't. And |'ve spent

ten years trying to figure out what | did.
And now there's soneone she does tel

everything to, and that soneone is sitting
at ny table holding a bottle of wine like
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|"mgonna hit her with it.

Sam puts the bottle down.

SAM
"' m not the reason she stopped.
MARGARET
| know t hat.
SAM

But | mght be the reason she starts again.
If you let me.

Margaret |ooks at Ellie. Ellie, finally, |ooks
back.

ELLI E
(small)
The | anb's good, Mom

MARGARET
(briskly, to Sam
Open the wine. Ellie, your father's gl asses

are in the china cabinet. You know wher e.

Ellie gets up. Margaret watches her go. Then,
quietly, to Sam

MARGARET
Fourt een nont hs.
SAM
Fourt een.
MARGARET

You shoul d' ve cone sooner

SAM
| was told the kitchen was bei ng redone.

Margaret nearly laughs. Ellie returns with the
gl asses.

END OF SCRIPT
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