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THE CHI CKEN TI MER

Monol ogues / Dranmedy / 2-3 nin
Cast 1 Femal e x1

Ni nety minutes into divorce nediation, Renee interrupts the fight
over the house to ask for a broken kitchen tinmer shaped like a

chi cken. Her ex thinks she is being petty. She explains, to himand
the nedi ator, exactly what it was for.

CHARACTERS

RENEE - 46, conposed, dry, and holding it together by choosing one
smal | fight she can win

SETTI NG

A nediator's office with a round table, md-afternoon, ninety m nutes
into a divorce nediation that has just gone quiet.

A nmediator's office. Around table, a box of
ti ssues nobody has touched, two thick fol ders.
RENEE, 46, has been civil for ninety mnutes.
Across from her, her ex. At the head of the
table, the nmediator. The room has gone quiet.

RENEE
The chi cken.
(to the nediator)
Sorry. Carol. | know we're on the house. |

know t he house is the big one and | know
Geg's lawer would like ne to keep | ooking
at the house. But before we get there,

want the chicken.

It's a tinmer. Kitchen tiner. It's yell ow
it's shaped Ii ke a chicken, you twist its
head and it ticks. It was a weddi ng present
from sonebody neither of us can renenber

and it has never once in nineteen years kept
accurate time. It runs slow About eight

m nutes slow on a ten-mnute egg. W figured
that out in the first apartnment, the one
where the shower was al so, technically, the
kit chen.
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The Chicken Tiner 2.

G eg starts to say sonething. She holds up a hand.

| know you don't care about the chicken.
That's why |I'mgonna get it. It's the only
thing in that whole folder that's gonna be
easy.

(to Carol)

Here's why, and then we can do the house.

When the kids were little, we had a rule.
After bedtine, before the dishes, before
either of us |ooked at a phone, we set the
chicken. Ten m nutes. And you had to talKk.
Not about the kids, not about the noney, not
about his nother. Just, what happened to you
today. Who were you today. Ten m nutes.
Except it was really eighteen, because of

t he chicken. And we knew that. And we never
fixed it. That was kinda the point. It was
the one thing in the house that gave us nore
t han we asked for.

(beat)

And then at sone point, we stopped. |'ve
been trying to figure out when. There's no
date. Nobody deci ded. One night it just
didn't get set, and the night after that,

and by the time | noticed, it'd been, what,

a year? Two? It was on the w ndowsill behind
the dish soap. | found it when | was packing.

She | ooks at Greg for the first tine.

| stood in the kitchen and | twisted its
head, and it still ticks. It still works. It
was never the chicken.

(qui eter)

| want it because | want to know which one
of us stopped first. And | think I know I
think it was ne. | think | was tired, and I
told nmyself you' d notice. And you didn't.
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The Chi cken Ti ner 3.
And that's not... that's not a thing you get
to put in a folder.

She sits back. Conposes herself. Back to business.

So. | get the chicken. You get the good
knives. And |"mnot fighting you on the
house, Greg. | never was.

(to Carol)
Okay. The house.

END OF SCRIPT
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