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SUNDAYS AT THE HOUSE

Lead Focused / Drama / 4-5 mn
Cast 3 Fenmal e x1 Mal e x2

Dani el , the oldest of three siblings, calls a |late-night neeting at
the kitchen table. The famly already agreed to nove their father
into a care hone. Daniel has a different plan, and he has al ready set
it in notion.

CHARACTERS

DANIEL (LEAD) - 30s, the oldest sibling, noved away years ago and
has been up for three nights making a plan

NORA - late 20s, the mddle sibling, sharp and practical, stayed
cl ose to honme

TYLER - early 20s, the youngest, wants to keep the peace
SETTI NG

The kitchen of the family hone, late at night, one week after their
father's fall.

A kitchen table late at night. Three coffee nugs,
a folder, a closed |aptop. DANIEL sits at the
head. NORA and TYLER sit across from him

DANI EL
Ckay. Everybody's here. I'mgonna talk for a
mnute and | need you to let nme get to the
end.
NORA
That's om nous.
DANI EL

It's not omnous. It's a plan. W toured
Ri dgeway. W toured Maple Court. W did the
spreadsheet. | know we said R dgeway.

TYLER
We put the deposit down on R dgeway.

DANI EL
| got the deposit back.

Beat .
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NORA
You what ?

DANI EL
This morning. It's back in the account.

Dad's not going to Ri dgeway. He's staying

here. I"'mnoving in. | gave notice at work
on Friday.

TYLER
You quit your job.

DANI EL
| gave notice. There's a difference. Two
weeks.

NORA

Danny, that is not a plan. That is a panic
attack with a folder.

DANI EL
Let nme get to the end.

NORA
No. No, because | know the end. The end is

you in this house for three years turning
into the person Dad turned into when Mom got
sick. We watched that. You watched it froma
different state, but we watched it.

DANI EL
That's fair.

NORA
It's not fair. It's just true.

DANI EL
kay. Here's the part you don't know. Two

ni ghts ago, at the hospital, he woke up at
four in the norning and he thought | was
Uncl e Ray. He held ny hand and he apol ogi zed
to Uncle Ray for sonething that happened in
1979. And then he cane back, and he knew it
was ne, and he said, "Don't let them put ne
sonmewhere with a snell."”
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TYLER
Ri dgeway doesn't have a snell.

DANI EL
Every place has a snell, Ty.

TYLER
So because he said one thing at four in the
nor ni ng. . .

DANI EL
Because he asked nme. He asked ne. Not you,
not Nora. I'mthe one who left. I'mthe one

who call ed on birthdays and t hought that was
showi ng up. He asked ne anyway. You don't
get asked tw ce.

NORA
(quieter)
And what about your |ife?

DANI EL
My life is a two-bedroom apartnment and a job

| can do froma |laptop, once | find the next
one. My life is not the problem The problem
is that in a year he won't know whi ch one of
us is which, and I want to be the one who's
here while he still does.

Silence. TYLER picks up his nug, puts it down
W t hout dri nki ng.

TYLER
The stairs. He can't do the stairs.

DANI EL
Bed goes in the dining room | neasured.

Chair lift for the bathroomis four grand.
| nsurance covers hal f.

NORA
The night stuff. He wanders.
DANI EL
Alarmon the doors. | sleep |ight anyway.
NORA

You' ve been up all night doing this.
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DANI EL
Three ni ghts.

NORA
(a breath)
You shoul d' ve cal |l ed us.

DANI EL
|"mcalling you now. That's what this is.

He opens the folder and slides two sheets across
t he table.

DANI EL
This isn't me asking perm ssion. |'m doing

this. What |I'masking for is Sundays. Nora,
you take the first and third. Ty, second and
fourth. You come, you sit with him | go
outside and renenber what air is. Fifth
Sundays, we all come, and we eat too nuch

i ke we used to.

TYLER
And if it doesn't work?

DANI EL
Then we go back to the spreadsheet. But it
works until it doesn't. Not the other way

around.

NORA pi cks up the sheet. Reads it. She turns it
face down on the table.

NORA
First and third.
DANI EL
First and third.
NORA
| want it in witing that | said this was
i nsane.
DANI EL

It's in the folder. Page two.

TYLER | aughs, short and wet. He wi pes his face.
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TYLER
Second and fourth.

DANI EL
Second and fourth.

DANI EL cl oses the folder. He | ooks toward the
hal | way where their father sleeps.

DANI EL
He's gonna hate the bed in the dining room

NORA
He's gonna hate all of it.

DANI EL
(st andi ng)
Yeah. But he's gonna hate it here.
He picks up the nmugs and takes themto the sink.
Li ghts fade.

END OF SCRIPT
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