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March 1912. Clara is the only tel egraph operator in a mning town,
and a nmessage has cone over the wire that the conpany has ordered her
to keep quiet. Two wonen fromthe town want to know what it says, and
her enpl oyer wants her to remenber who pays her.

CHARACTERS

CLARA VWHI TLOCK (LEAD) - 20s, tel egraph operator, the only one for
forty mles, supports her nother on the wage.

MR. PRUTT - 50s, station agent and her enployer, loyal to the
conpany that pays him

MRS. DOYLE - 50s, a widow with two sons worki ng under gr ound.
HANNAH - late teens, married four nonths, her husband on the night
shift.

SETTI NG

The tel egraph office of a railroad depot in a small nining town, an
evening in March 1912.

The tel egraph office of a railroad depot in a

m ning town, March 1912. A stove. A sounder
clicking now and then at the desk. CLARA sits at
the key with a pencil, a slip of yellow paper
face down under her palm MR PRU TT stands at
the counter with a | edger he is not reading.

PRUI TT

Leave it face down, M ss Witl ock.
CLARA

| copied it. | have it.
PRUI TT

Then |l eave it face down and | eave it that
way. The conpany nman is on the nine-ten.
He'll read it to the famlies hinself, in
the hall, properly. That's what the nessage
says, and that's what w || happen.

CLARA
The nine-ten is two hours.
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PRU TT
| can tell tine.

The door opens. Cold air. MRS. DOYLE, w apped in
a shaw, wi th HANNAH behi nd her.

MRS. DOYLE
The whistle blew at four. Three long. It

hasn't bl own since.

PRUI TT
Ms. Doyle, the office is closed to the

public after six.

MRS. DOYLE
The door was open.

HANNAH
Cl ara. Has anything conme?

CLARA
(not | ooking up)
Traffic cones through all day, Hannah.

HANNAH
From the m ne

The sounder clicks. CLARA's hand goes to the
pencil out of habit, then stops.

MRS. DOYLE
You have a face |ike a shut door, girl. 1've

known you since you were in short skirts.
Has anyt hi ng cone.

PRUI TT
Mss Whitlock is under instruction.
MRS. DOYLE
| wasn't asking you.
CLARA
(qui et)

There was a nessage. At five past five. It's
not mne to read.

HANNAH
Then whose is it?
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CLARA
The conpany's.
MRS. DOYLE
My boys are the conpany. Every ton that
comes out of that hill is the conpany. Read
it.
PRUI TT

If she reads it, she is discharged. That's
not me, that's the rule, and the rule is on
the wall behind her in a frane. The wire is
private. Anyone who has ever put a hand to a
key knows it.

CLARA
| know it.

PRUI TT
Then you know what you owe.

CLARA

(st andi ng)

| owe ny nother's rent, M. Pruitt. | owe
el even dollars to the dry goods. | know

exactly what | owe and to whom |[|'ve known
it every day since Father died and you gave
me this chair because there was nobody el se
in forty mles who could send.

She | ooks at Hannah.

CLARA
The cage fell at the R dgeline shaft at ten

to four. Nine nen were init.
HANNAH sits down wit hout deciding to.

MRS. DOYLE
Nanes.

CLARA
There were no names. The nessage gave the

count, and said the conpany would send a
man, and that this office was to hold al
traffic until he cane.
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MRS. DOYLE
Hold all traffic.
CLARA
So nobody would run up the hill and get in
the way of the rescue. That's the reason
t hey gave.
MRS. DOYLE

That's the reason they gave to you.

The sounder starts again. Fast. CLARA sits, takes
the pencil, and wites w thout | ooking at anyone.
PRU TT crosses to her. She keeps witing. The
roomis nothing but the clicks and the pencil.

It stops. CLARA reads what she has witten. Her
face does not change. That is the worst of it.

PRUI TT

(1 ow
Turn it over.

CLARA
No.

PRUI TT
d ar a.

CLARA

Ni ne names. Two of them are Doyle. One of
themis Hannah's.

(beat)
I|"'mnot going to read them out the way they
came, like a list of freight. I'll say them
one at atinme, and I'll say themto the

person they belong to. Then Ms. Doyle is
goi ng to take Hannah home, and the conpany
man can find themthere.

PRUI TT
And t hen?
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CLARA
And then I'lIl sit at that key and send the

conpany a nessage of ny own. It will have ny
name on it. It won't be |ong.

She goes to MRS. DOYLE first. Takes both her
hands.

CLARA
Thomas.

MRS. DOYLE' s hands tighten in hers.

CLARA
M chael .

MRS. DOYLE does not cry. She nods once, as if
signing for a package. CLARA turns to HANNAH

CLARA
Hannah. Look at nme. Not at the paper. At ne.
She kneels in front of her. Lights down.

END OF SCRIPT
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